TEST-TAKING TIPS AND
STRATEGIES



Support for Great Instruction

Nothing can replace the outstanding instruction provided by teachers leading
up to any standardized test; however, students can benefit from learning test-
taking strategies to assist them in demonstrating content mastery that
excellent teachers have provided all year long. Five such strategies are:

Write on the test:

Read the directions carefully;

Narrow answer choices through elimination;

Avoid extraneous detail:

Don’t leave any blanks.



There are several important things to remember.

Read each passage carefully.

Read each question mn.*full}r and think about the answer. You may
look back to the reading passgoe s o

the space prundeﬂ O YOUT ANswer sheet.

If you do not know the answer to a question, fill in your best choice.
You may return to the question later if you have time.

If you finish the section of the test that you are working on early, you
may review your answers in that section only. You may not review any
other section or go on to the next section of the test.

yeeTts Tave materials, say:
luu may write in your test booklet. Be sure to record all your answers on vour Student
wer Document. If you ner-:d addlllonal scratch!graph paper raise your hand and | wj

bring YOTshes
scratch/araph paper. [ will Eﬂ]ll‘l‘l all scratch’graph paper at theend of teslmg

Say.
Before you begin the test, if you have not done so, print your name on the front cover of the
Student Test Booklef. | The Examiner and the Proctor should circulate around the room to check
that studenfs write their names in the appropriate space.] I will now read some instructions to
you,




A teacher demonstrates a chemical reaction for the class.

Which of these woulg
occurred?

A change in color

B change in shape
C formation of a gas
D

evidence that a chemical reaction has

formation of a precipitate




Read the following paragraph.

Ever],mue could tell 1t had once been a huge tree. The roots at its base
; wn person. When the treg died_someone had
7ay most of the tree. All that was left was a
of wood. The stump made a p/PIe oIE it could
Pent-ereil penpe around 1ta.um‘.r

Based on the paragraph, the word fruncafed means

A modified
pivii—
- shortensd




Read the following paragraph.

Everyone could tell it had once been a huge tree. The roots at 1ts base
Were as IEI“E as & ETOWI persnn_ When the tree died, someone had




There are several important things to remember.
Read each passage carefully.

Read each question carefully and think about the answer. You may
look back to the reading passage as often as necessary.

Answer all questions on your answer sheet, not in your test booklet.
You I[lﬂj‘ write in your test Imuklet.. but only answers marked on your

For each question, choose the one best answer, and fill in the circle in
the space provided on your answer sheet.

If you do not know the answer to a guestion, fill in your best choice.
You may return to the quesﬁun later if you have time.

may review your answers in that section D]]]j‘ You may not review any
other section or go on to the next section of the test.

Think lngu:a]h If you have 11"1ed your best to answer a quea.tlnn but you _]ust aren’ t sure of the

dﬂesn"t wc-rk:_ take your besf educated gu kg It is better to mmk sumetlung than to lea'i. e 1t




Teach the Strategies

Like any other set of skills, students must practice test-
taking strategies for mastery.

Consider how to teach these test-taking strategies to
students to assist them with all assessments, and avoid
waiting until the day of any test to mention them.



