
TEST-TAKING TIPS AND 

STRATEGIES 
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Nothing can replace the outstanding instruction provided by teachers leading 

up to any standardized test; however, students can benefit from learning test-

taking strategies to assist them in demonstrating content mastery that 

excellent teachers have provided all year long.  Five such strategies are: 

 

•  Write on the test; 

 

•  Read the directions carefully; 

 

•  Narrow answer choices through elimination; 

 

•  Avoid extraneous detail; 

 

•  Don’t leave any blanks. 

Support for Great Instruction 
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Write on the Test! 
While the use of a highlighter is not permissible on the CRCT and EOCT, 

students can use their #2 pencils to write all over the test booklet.  They can: 

 

•  Strike through extraneous detail or incorrect answer choices; 

 

•  Circle or underline key parts found in the directions or reading passages; 

 

•  Work problems on the answer document; 

From the 2014 CRCT Test Examiners Manual From the 2013-2014 EOCT Examiners Manual 
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Read the Directions Carefully! 

Advising the students to read the directions carefully seems simple enough; 

however, students can quickly overlook key elements of a question and get 

an answer incorrect.  It is a good idea for students to circle, note, underline, 

etc… key elements in questions, particularly those questions that have 

words in all uppercase letters: 

In this example, the word “NOT” is in all caps.  This 

should be a signal to students, but they could overlook 

it and easily pick one of the wrong answers.  If they use 

their pencils to circle the NOT, it may help them to look 

for the correct answer. 
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Narrow Answer Choices Through 

Elimination! 
Students can often narrow answer choices, even in those situations where 

they may not fully know the correct answer 

Circling 

and/or 

underlining 

key words 

and phrases 

may help 

remove two 

answer 

choices in 

this example. 
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Avoid Extraneous Details! 

Test vendors will include data and information in questions that are designed to 

serve as distracters for students.  In the same passage from the previous slide, 

the sentence about the stump becoming a picnic table could cause a student to 

focus on answer choice D. 
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Don’t Leave Any Blanks 

From the 2014 CRCT Test Examiners Manual 

From the 2013-2014 EOCT Study Guide 

Both the CRCT and EOCT only score correct answers.  A blank answer is the 

same as an incorrect answer in that no points are given, but none are taken away 

either.  Students should be taught to not leave any blank responses. 
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Like any other set of skills, students must practice test-

taking strategies for mastery.   

 

 

 

Consider how to teach these test-taking strategies to 

students to assist them with all assessments, and avoid 

waiting until the day of any test to mention them. 

Teach the Strategies 


